REGILDING THE CRESCENT
majority in the House; and the Liberal, or
Decentralising party, under, or at any rate sup-
ported by, Prince Sabaheddin. The Liberals,
though at present in the minority, can generally
count on the support of the Arabs, Albanians,
Greeks and, in fact, the representatives of every
nation which nurses dreams of self-government.
The followers of Sabaheddin, who are not, as has
been alleged, actually equivalent to our Irish
Home Rulers, regard the liberalism of the rest
as a farce. The hostility is reciprocal, and it was
shown early in 1909 on the occasion of a banquet
given by Sabaheddin in honour of Kiamil Pacha.
The Young Turks declined the invitation.
Moderate Liberals have more recently been
under the leadership of Ismail Keinal Bey, the
Albanian, of whom something has already been
said. The last considerable demonstration of
the Ahrar, or Liberal party, was in July (1910),
when Dr. Riza Nur, who had first fled to Egypt
after the "affair of April" and then been re-
instated, was implicated in a plot to overthrow
the Committee by assassinating some of its
members. The plot, hopeless from the first, was
easily frustrated.
In course of time there will doubtless be
parties within parties, as at Westminster. There
are already signs of such groups* First^ we
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